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As another option, a positioning flange 56, such as a socket 58, that is capable of 
accepting and securing the distal ends 38 of the tubes 30, as best depicted in Figure 8, may be fixed 
to the bottom wall 25 of the container 12, in lieu of the template 26, when the template 14 is used. 
The flange 56, in combination with the template 1 4, helps to stabilize and maintain a particular desired 
alignment between different tubes 30. As another alternative, the templates 14, 26 may each be 
dispensed with, in favor of positioning flanges 56 or sockets 58 only, by increasing the height of the 
positioning flanges 56 or sockets 58 to grip more of the length of the tubes 30. As yet another 
alternative, a recess 60 may be bored or formed in the bottom wall 25 of the container 12 to accept 
the distal ends 38 of the different tubes 30, in place of using the positioning flanges 56 or the template 
26 for purposes of stabilizing the tubes 30. 



I" ^ IN TH^ CLAIMS . j 

end claims 3, and 10 and add new claims 24-43 



Please amend claims 3, 4, and 10 and add new claims 24-43^ (marked up version 
attached in Appendix A), such that pending claims 1-43 read as follows: 
1 . An ice fishing tackle storage apparatus, the apparatus comprising: 

a pair of extendable elongate shells, the extendable elongate shells having an interior 
surface that defines an elongate cavity, the pair of extendable elongate shells 
located adjacent to each other, and ice fishing tackle capable of being 
positioned within the elongate cavity of each extendable elongate shell; and 

a spacing structure, the pair of extendable elongate shells each secured by the spacing 
structure, the spacing structure effective to maintain the pair of extendable 
elongate shells in predetermined relation to each other, proximate the spacing 
structure. 



2. The ice fishing tackle storage apparatus of claim 1 wherein the spacing structure 

comprises a first template, the first template comprising a plurality of interior surfaces, the interior 
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surfaces defining a plurality of apertures that extend through the first template, each extendable 
elongate shell passing through one of the apertures of the first template. 

3. (Amended) The ice fishing tackle storage/ apparatus of claim 2 wherein the spacing structure 
fiirther comprises a second template, the second template comprising one or more interior surfaces, 

rthe one or more interior surfaces defining/at least one aperture that extends through the second 
template, one of the extendable elongate shells^^sing through [each] the aperture of the second 
template. / n^/ 

4. (Amended) The ice fishing tackle storage apparatus of claim 1 wherein the ice fishing tackle 
storage apparatus is positioned in a conuiiner, the container having a wall, the wall comprising interior 
surfaces that define a plurality of recesses in the wall or a plurality of apertures through the wall, the 
spacing structure comprising the recesses or the apertures of the wall, each extendable elongate 
shell[s] passing through the aperturel of the wall or positioned in the recesses of the wall. 

5. The ice fishing tackle storage apparatus of claim 1 wherein the ice fishing tackle 
storage apparatus is positioned in a container, the container having a wall, the spacing structure 
comprising a plurality of sockets, the sockets attached to the wall of the container, and the extendable 
elongate shells positioned in the socket. 

6. The ice fishing tackle storage apparatus of claim 1 wherein the ice fishing tackle 
storage apparatus is positioned in a container, the container having a wall, the wall having a proximal 
end and a distal end and the wall having an interior surface, the spacing structure either in contact 
with the proximal end of the wall, in contact with the interior surface of the wall, or in contact with 
both the proximal end of the wall and the interior surface of the wall 
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7. The ice fishing tackle storage apparatus of claim 1 wherein at least one of the 
extendable elongate shells has a longitudinal axis and comprises a female elongate shell and a male 
elongate shell that is positioned within the female elongate shell, the male elongate shell selectively 
movable along the longitudinal axis relative to the female elongate shell or the female elongate shell 
selectively movable along the longitudinal axis relative to the male elongate shell. 

8. The ice fishing tackle storage apparatus of claim 7 wherein the female elongate shell 
and the male elongate shell are each tubes. 

9. The ice fishing tackle storage apparatus of claim 7 wherein the female elongate shell 
and the male elongate shell each have a cross-sectional shape, the cross-sectional shape selected fi-om 
the group consisting of cylindrical, square, rectangular, triangular, and elliptical cross-sectional 
shapes. 

10. (Amended) An ice fishing tackle storage apparatus, the apparatus comprising: 

a pair of elongate shells, the elongate shells each having an interior surface that 
defines an elongate cavit y, at least one of the elongate cavities having a length 
that is adequate to accept a portion of an ice fishing rod within the at least one 
elongate cavitv, the ice fishing rod having a tip and a handle, a reel or a line 
windup attached to the ice fishing rod proximate the handle, the portion of the 
ice fishing rod extending fi-om a tip of the ice fishing rod to the reel or line 
windup [and ice fishing tackle capable of being positioned within the elongate 
cavity of each elongate shell]; 

a first spacing component, the pair of elongate shells each secured by the first spacing 
component; and 
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a second spacing component, at least one of the elongate shells secured by the second 
spacing component, the second spacing component spaced apart from the first 
spacing component. 

1 1 . The ice fishing tackle storage apparatus of claim 10 wherein: 

the ice fishing tackle storage apparatus is positioned in a container, the container 
having a wall, the wall having a proximal end and a distal end and the wall 
having an interior surface; and 

the first spacing component is either in contact with the proximal end of the wall, in 
contact with the interior surface of the wall, or in contact with both the 
proximal end of the wall and the interior surface of the wall. 

12. The ice fishing tackle storage apparatus of claim 1 1 wherein: 

the second spacing component is in contact with the interior surface of the wall. 

13. The ice fishing tackle storage apparatus of claim 10 wherein the first spacing 
component comprises a template, the template comprising a plurality of interior surfaces, the interior 
surfaces defining a plurality of apertures that extend through the template, each elongate shell passing 
through one of the apertures of the template. 

14. The ice fishing tackle storage apparatus of claim 10 wherein the ice fishing tackle 
storage apparatus is positioned in a container, the container having a wall, the wall comprising a one 
or more interior surfaces that define a recess in the wall or an aperture through the wall, the second 
spacing component comprising the recess or the aperture, one of the elongate shells passing through 
the aperture of the wall or positioned in the recess of the wall. 
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15. The ice fishing tackle storage apparatus of claim 10 wherein the ice fishing tackle 
storage apparatus is positioned in a container, the container having a wall, the apparatus fixrther 
comprising a socket, the socket attached to the wall of the container, and one of the elongate shells 
positioned in the socket. 

16. The ice fishing tackle storage apparatus of claim 1 0 wherein the elongate shells each 
have a longitudinal axis, a length of at least one of the elongate shells selectively and reversibly 
adjustable along the longitudinal axis of the at least one elongate shell. 

17. The ice fishing tackle storage apparatus of claim 1 0 wherein the elongate shells each 
have a cross-sectional shape, the cross-sectional shape selected fi*om the group consisting of 
cylindrical, square, rectangular, triangular, elliptical, and any of these cross-sectional shapes in any 
combination. 

18. The ice fishmg tackle storage apparatus of claim 10 in which a pair of the elongate 
shells are located adjacent to each other and wherein: 

the first spacing component is effective to keep the adjacent pair of elongate shells in 
predetermined relation to each other, proximate the first spacing component; 
or 

the second spacing component is effective to keep the adjacent pair of elongate shells 
in predetermined relation to each other, proximate the second spacing 
component. 

19. An ice fishing tackle storage apparatus, the apparatus comprising: 

a plurality of elongate shells, the elongate shells each having an interior surface that 
defines an elongate cavity, and ice fishing tackle capable of being positioned 
within the elongate cavities of the elongate shells; 



41 
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a spacing structure, the elongate shells secured by the spacing structure,, the spacing 
structure eflfective to maintain two or more of the elongate shells in 
predetermined relation to each other, proximate the spacing structure; and 

wherein at least two of the elongate shells are capable of serving as legs that will 
stably support the apparatus on a surface when the at least two elongate shells 
are positioned in contact with the surface, the spacing structure effective to 
prevent slippage of the at least two elongate shells with respect to the spacing 
structure. 

20. The ice fishing tackle storage apparatus of claim 19 wherein the ice fishing tackle 
storage apparatus is positioned in a container, the container having a wall, the wall having a proximal 
end and a distal end and the wall having an interior surface, the spacing structure either in contact 
with the proximal end of the wall, in contact with the interior surface of the wall, or in contact with 
both the proximal end of the wall and the interior surface of the wall. 

2 1 . The ice fishing tackle storage apparatus of claim 1 9 wherein the elongate shells each 
have a longitudinal axis, a length of at least one of the elongate shells selectively and reversibly 
adjustable along the longitudinal axis of the at least one elongate shell. 

22. The ice fishing tackle storage apparatus of claim 19 wherein the elongate shells each 
have a cross-sectional shape, the cross-sectional shape selected fi-om the group consisting of 
cylindrical, square, rectangular, triangular, elliptical, and any of these cross-sectional shapes in any 
combination. 
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23. An ice fishing tackle storage apparatus, the apparatus comprising: 

a plurality of elongate shells, the elongate shells each having an interior surface that 
defines an elongate cavity, and ice fishing tackle capable of being positioned 
within the elongate cavities of the elongate shells; 
a spacing structure, the elongate shells secured by the spacing structure, the spacing 
structure effective to maintain at least two of the elongate shells in 
predetermined relation to each other, proximate the spacing structure; and 
a plurality of legs that are capable of supporting the apparatus on a surface when the 
legs are positioned in contact with the surface, the plurality of legs attached 
to the spacmg structure or to any of the elongate shells. 



-24. The ice fishing tackle storage apparatusyof claim 1 wherein the pair of extendable 

elongate shells comprise: 

a first extendable elongate shell havjiig a first interior surface that defines a first 
elongate cavity, the first e?rtfendable elongate shell comprising a plurality of 
separable elongate shell c^m^nents, each elongate shell component having 
an irmer surface that define^^ongate cavity portion, the elongate cavity 
portions of each adjaoOTt^lcl^;^e shell component in communication with 
each other and the yeloigate cavity portions collectively forming the first 
elongate cavity; 

a second extendable elongate shell having a second interior surface that defines a 
second elongate cavity.- 

-25. The ice fishing tackle storage apparatus of claim 1 wherein each elongate cavity is 

selectively and reversibly capable of being lengthened or shortened.— 
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-26. The ice fishing tackle storage apparatus of claim 1 wherein the pair of extendable 

elongate shells are each capable of simultaneously holding different ice fishing tackle items..— 



—27. The ice fishing tackle storage apparatus of clmm 26 wherein the different ice fishing 

tackle items are pre-rigged ice fishing rods, pre-rigged ice-fisning tip-ups, or a pre-rigged ice fishing 
rod and a pre-rigged ice-fishing tip-up, the ice fishing storag^e apparatus effective for preventing the 
different ice fishing tackle items fi-om becoming entangled with each other when held within the 
extendable elongate shells.— 



-28. The ice fishing tackle storage apparatus^of claim 1 wherein each extendable elongate 

shell comprises an adjustable stop, the adjustable stops eflpc^ve to hold each extendable elongate 
shell at a selected level of extension.— 




-29. The ice fishing tackle storage apparatus of claim 1 wherein each extendable elongate 



shell has a proximal end and a distal end, the proximal ^d of each extendable elongate shell having 
a rounded surface that is adequate to minimize^abrasion of any fishing line that rests against the 
proximal end of any extendable elongate shell.r^ 



-30. An ice fishing rod storage apparatus, the apparatus comprising: 

a pair of elongate shells, the elongate shells each having an mterior surface that 
defines an elongate^cavity and ice fishing rods capable of being individually 
positioned within the elongate cavities of the different elongate shells; 
a first spacing component, the pair of elongate shells each secured by the first spacing 
component; and' 

a second spacing component, at least one of the elongate shells secured by the second 
spacing component, the second spacing component spaced apart fi"om the first 
spacing con|ponent.— 
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—31. The ice fishing rod storage apparatus of claip 30 wherein the ice fishing rods are 

capable of being individually positioned within the elongateycavities of the different elongate shells 
with tips of the rods within the elongate cavities and with either the reels or line windups of the ice 
fishing rods or fishing line extending fi-om the reels or line windups in contact with the elongate 
shells.- I 

—32. An ice fishing tackle storage apparatus/the apparatus comprising: 

a pair of elongate shells, the elongate shells each having an interior surface that 

defines an elongate cavity an^^ic^/fi^hing tackle capable of being positioned 

within the elongate cavity ofieacl^^ngate shell; 
a first spacing component, the pair of elj^Jigate shells each secured by the first spacing 

component; and / 
a second spacing component, at least one of the elongate shells secured by the second 

spacing component, the s^nd spacing component spaced apart fi^om the first 

spacmg component; / 
wherein the ice fishing tackle /storage apparatus is positioned in a container, the 

container having a w^l, the wall comprising a one or more interior surfaces 

that define a recess jn the wall or an aperture through the wall, the second 

spacing component comprising the recess or the aperture, one of the elongate 

shells passing through the aperture of the wall or positioned in the recess of 

the wall.- 

-33. An ice fishing tackle stc/rage apparatus, the apparatus comprising: 

a pair of elongate shdls, the elongate shells each having an interior surface that 
defines an elongate cavity and ice fishing tackle capable of being positioned 
within the elpgate cavity of each elongate shell; 
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a first spacing component, the pair of elongate shellsycach secured by the first spacing 
component; and 

a second spacing component, at least one of the dongate shells secured by the second 
spacing component, the second spacingcomponent spaced apart fi'om the first 
spacing component; / 

wherein the ice fishing tackle storage apparatus is positioned in a container, the 
container having a wall, the apparatus further comprising a socket, the socket 
attached to the wall of the contain/r, and one of the elongate shells positioned 
in the socket.— 



-34. An ice fishing tackle storage system,/the ice fishing tackle storage system comprising 

an ice fishmg storage ap^aij^tus, the apparatus comprismg: 

a pair of donga.^^h^s,^the elongate shells each having an interior surface 
that defiites^ elongate cavity and ice fishing tackle capable of being 
positioned within the elongate cavity of each elongate shell; and 
a first spacing comp<4ent, the pair of elongate shells each secured by the first 
spacing component; and 
a first wall, the first wall'^ttached to the first spacing component; and 
a container, the ice fisliing tackle storage apparatus positioned in the container, the 
container havmg a second wall, the first wall and the second wall defining a 
chamber wiUiin the container, an ice fishing tip-up capable of being placed in 
the chamber.— 



-35. The ice fishing tackle storage system of claim 34 wherein the ice-fishing tip-up is 

capable of being entirely within the chamber.— 
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—36. An ice fishing tackle storage apparatus, the apparatus comprising: 

a pair of elongate shells, the elongate shells dach having an interior surface that 
defines an elongate cavity and ice fishmg tackle capable of being positioned 
within the elongate cavity of each elongate shell; and 
a first spacing component, the pair of elongate shells each secured by the first spacing 
component; 

wherein each extendable elongate shell /has a proximal end and a distal end, the 
proximal end of each extendabl&elongate shell having a rounded surface that 
is adequate to minimize abra^on of any fishing line that rests against the 
proximal end of any extendable elongate sheU.— 

-37. An ice fishing tackle storage appardftis, the apparatus comprising: 

a pair of elongate shells, the elongate shells each having an interior surface that 

defines an elongate cavitjfmyice fishing tackle capable of being positioned 

within the elongate cavity of each elongate shell; the elongate shells each 

having both a distal endf and a proximal end; 
a first spacing component, the pair of elongate shells each secured by the first spacing 

component, the firs^spacing component having a distal surface and a proximal 

surface; and 

a second spacing comporient, at least one of the elongate shells secured by the second 
spacing compoi^nt, the second spacing component spaced apart fi*om the first 
spacing compc 

wherein the ice fishmg tackle storage apparatus is positioned in a container, the 
container having a closed bottom end and an open upper end, the first spacing 
component/positioned at the open upper end.— 
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-38. The ice fishing tackle storage apparatus of cla&n 37, wherein the proximal end of at 

least one of the elongate shells is flush with the proximal surface of the first spacing component.- 

-39. The ice fishing tackle storage apparatus of/claim 19 wherein the spacing structure is 

fi-ee of contact with the surface.— 



-40. The ice fishmg tackle storage apparatus of claim 19 wherein the spacing structure 

comprises a template, the template comprising a plurality of interior surfaces, the interior surfaces 
defining a plurality of apertures that extend througiy(he first template, at least one of the elongate 
shells passing through one of the apertures of the template.- 




-4 1 . The ice fishing tackle storage appaf a^?gf claim 23 wherein the spacing structure is 

fi-ee of contact with the surface.— 

-42. The ice fishing tackle storage apparatus of claim 23 wherein the spacing structure 

comprises a template, the template comprising a plurality of interior surfaces, the interior surfaces 
defining a plurality of apertures that extend through the first template, at least one of the elongate 
shells passing through one of the apertures of the template.— 

-43. A bucket assembly, the bucket assembly comprising: 

a bucket, the bucket having a water-holding capacity of at least about three gallons 

and the bucket havmg a wall, the wall having a proximal end and a distal end 

and the wall having an interior surface; 
a plurality of elongate shells, the elongate shells each having an interior surface that 

defines an elongate cavity and ice fishing tackle capable of being positioned 

within the elongate cavity of each elongate shell; and 



